
We recently received a 

testimony from someone whose 

life was profoundly shaped by 

Friendship House (our shelter 

for women and children). With 

her permission, we share part of 

her story with you.

Kathy’s early childhood was 

marked by violence, addiction, 

and fear. At just three years old, 

her earliest memory is vivid. 

“I remember running down 

the road with my mom on Christmas Day, hiding while my stepfather 

yelled after beating her,” she recalls. The next day, they stayed at the 

Friendship House.

Several years later, when Kathy was seven, her aunt discovered she was 

being abused and exposed to drugs. “She found me sitting at a table 

surrounded by men and drugs,” Kathy says. Her aunt immediately took 

her back to the Friendship House, where Kathy remembers kindness, 

safety, and adults who took action to protect her.

The final time Kathy stayed there followed an even darker moment. 

While many details have faded, one memory remains clear. “I vividly 

remember the warmth of the hugs I received, and the prayers spoken 

over me.”

People often ask Kathy how she can still believe in God after such 

trauma. Her answer is simple: “The evil in my life was persistent, but 

Jesus had other plans.”

Kathy did not follow a path of addiction. 

She chose peace, raised her children in 

stability, and built a successful life. “My 

past does not define me,” she says. Kathy 

firmly believes the Friendship House and 

those who serve there helped save her life.

KathyKathy’’s storys story
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over me.”

ugmgraysharbor.org  |  P.O. Box 859  |  Aberdeen, WA 98520

ugm_gh on Instagram, Union Gospel Mission of Grays Harbor on Facebook

*Names may have been changed to protect privacy

Please call us at 360-533-1064 or visit 

www.ugmgraysharbor.org for ways to give.

We are thankful for you!We are thankful for you!
I'm grateful to be part of the ministry here at Union Gospel Mission, as God 

continues to save souls and change lives. God is faithful to help us always with 

wisdom and direction through prayer. I am looking forward to what God wants to 

do here in 2026, saving souls, changing lives, and expanding His Kingdom. We give 

God all the glory for what He is doing here at Union Gospel and Friendship House.

      Charley Capoeman

UGM of Grays Harbor

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink…” Matthew 25:35-36
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